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RESEARCH POLICY 

UNDERGRADATE RESEARCH FORUM

The world has realized that the best innovations come from the age group of 18-22. This is the best age group to introduce students to a formal research culture so that their ideas get channelized and they develop a passion for research and innovation.  The aim of starting this Undergraduate  Research Forum (URF) is to provide a formal and structured platform for the motivated and merited undergraduate students to get into a research mode right during their UG studies. This will enable students to be confident in taking Tier 1 Jobs. This will also motivate these students to take up higher studies in high ranked universities within India and abroad which in turn will pave way for newer research-based career opportunities.
PRESENT SCENARIO
Highly meritorious and research-oriented students have a deep interest to carry out a focused work towards publishing quality research papers, developing prototypes, working on new algorithms, carrying out patentable work etc, but they do not have a proper platform to know the kind of work going on in the institute. The expertise available with the faculty and how to start and carry out research-based projects all through the year is unclear to the students. From this viewpoint, RNSIT can start the Undergraduate Research Forum(URF) at the institute level. This will be a formal body with a well-defined charter and will be an effective platform to promote research at the undergraduate level. This will be a  very novel concept not initiated by most universities in India.
SCENARIO WORLDWIDE

Majority of the universities abroad have set up this formal body to administer research during the UG studies. The following are a few examples of the URF:

	Sl No
	University and Research academy
	Goal
	Activities

	1
	Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP)
	To cultivate and support research partnerships between
	UROP offers the chance to work on cutting edge research-by way of joining established research projects or pursue your own ideas

	2
	University of Pennsylvania-Centre for Undergraduate Research and Fellowships (CURF]
	To help Penn undergraduates pursue Independent research through personal Research Consultations and administration of competitive research grants
	Carry out Internally funded and externally funded projects on a regular basis

	3
	University of South Alabama Office of Undergraduate Research
	to promote scholarly and creative activity at the undergraduate level, enhancing critical thinking, problem solving skills, creativity and written communication
	Summer Internship Volunteer Research Program all through the year

	4
	University of Colarado: Undergraduate Research Academy


	Encourages students to expand their education beyond the classroom through participation in research and creative projects mentored by UCCS faculty. Objective is to support collaborative efforts between the student and faculty member, where both members benefit from the experience Academy students act as research assistants on meaningful projects identified by their faculty mentor
	Academy students act as research assistants on meaningful projects identified by their faculty mentor Research Proposal Submission by the faculty basd on internmship work, Submission of Research paper


Expected Outcomes

Inculcate research culture in students right at the UG level.

Promote Inter-Disciplinary Projects.

Create a platform for students from across branches and years of study to work together in Teams with close mentoring from the faculty.

Promote System thinking in students.

Enable students to improve their problem-solving skills.

Promote project-based learning in students.

Enable students to be more confident, with high self-esteem.

To create In-House Internship Opportunities for students.

Define new research-based career avenues for students.

Enable and motivate students to participate in project competitions/Hackathons  within India and Abroad.

Promote students to take up higher studies in top Universities within India and Abroad.

Create a high branding for the institution. 

A ready pool of skilled students available for faculty to take up projects (both externally funded and in-house) of various kinds.  The senior students will be very valuable mentors for younger batches. 

The Alumni of this forum will associate with the institute and will be a big asset for the institution.  It creates a sense of Belongingness for the institution.

Industries/companies will be highly interested in offering projects when expertise is developed in a few chosen areas. 

At one point, industries will be ready to fund the activities of the forum.

UG RESEARCH FORUM INITIATIVES :

	Sl No
	Particulars
	Outcomes

	1
	Initiate Research Projects 

To fund innovative projects which has the following requirement 

It must have a minimum team size of 4 students.

Project should encompass Hardware, software or both.

The entire team should work until the completion. 

Project may be preferably on Social relevance/advanced technology/explorative/interdisciplinary in nature.  

Project span should be about 6 to 8 months and can be extended based on project needs. 

It must result in a working prototype. 

The project after completion will be property of the Institution.

Any research Publications and patents that are outcome of the funded projects shall be published with affiliation of the Institution.

The Faculty Mentor from RNSIT for each team is mandatory. 

The students are partially sponsored to participate in national and international conferences, project competitions / ideations etc as per the guidelines.

The students shall submit GST Bills for claims of the project duly certified by Faculty Mentor and HOD of the department to DEAN (R&D) for approval from Principal.

The Faculty Mentor and students shall also apply for grants from funding agencies IEEE, AICTE, SPIE etc for travel grants and other expenses under various schemes.

KSCST projects that may be continued further will also be funded.   
All research funds will be under the ambit of the UNDERGRADATE RESEARCH FORUM(URF) BUDGET
	Will have an edge when they apply for Higer studies

More placements in Tier 1 Companies. 

Networking with peer group and subject experts through participation in the competitions/ conferences



	2
	Initiate Participation in hands on workshop for students on Niche Technologies related to project domain conducted by IITs, IIITs, NITs , IIMs, and Institutions of national importance , MOOC certifications like COURSERA, NPTEL  will be sponsored  under URF.

Mentoring and Training can be invited from industry, IITs, IIITs, NITs, IIMs, and Institutions of national importance on prior approval.
	Students skills will improve and become competent.

They can take innovative/industry-based projects.

	3.
	To promote participation of students in national & international paper presentations, also in project competitions and Ideathons in reputed institutes.
	It motivates students to get into entrepreneurship. 

Presentation skills will improve.



	 4. 
	URF will identify students who have exceedingly done well  in Research project and award them.  


	Motivate students to excel in there carer.  


The decision of the RC committee will be final and all students shall adhere and respect the decisions of the RC.

Students should submit TRAIN TICKETS / BUS TICKETS along with GST bills of the expenses incurred in participating in the activities to Dean R & D for verification and sanction and further will be approved by Principal   for claims through Faculty Coordinator / Project guide of respective Department duly forwarded by HOD of the department.

 DEAN ( R & D)                                                                           PRINCIPAL

UNDERGRADATE RESEARCH FORUM(URF) BUDGET

The BUDGET for the URF activities is proposed as follows and the same may be reviewed every year ,if needed, based on the response of the students to participate in URF.

	Sl No
	Category of funding
	Approximate Amount  

	1
	Research Projects: 

Hardware components to maximum of Rs 25,000/- per team including training.

Note: Across the departments we may have around 20 teams.
	Rs 5,00,000

	2
	Hackathon/competition/paper presentation in international conferences within Bangalore and Karnataka are sponsored / funded as follows.

Registration/entry fees with local conveyance will be supported by the college.

For Competitions/ conferences outside Bangalore and within Karnataka : Registration/entry fees with 50% of TA/DA per team will be sanctioned on actuals or up to Rs 15,000 per team whichever is lower.

Note: Approximately 20 teams may participate. 
	Rs 3,00,000

	3
	Hackathon/competition in IITs , NITs and other premier institutes outside Karnataka . 

Registration/entry fees will be supported by the college. 

50% of TA/DA per team will be sanctioned on actuals or upto Rs 25,000 per team whichever is lower.

Note: This is along with registration fees for the event.

Approximately 10 teams may participate.
	Rs 2,50,000

	4
	Hackathon/competition organized by standard professional societies like IEEE, SAE, ISHREA, SPIE etc outside India are partially funded.

50% Registration/entry fees and TA/DA per student will be sanctioned on actuals or up to Rs 1,00,000 per batch whichever is lower .

Note: This is along with registration fees for the event.

Approximately 5 teams ( 4 candidates per team )may participate.
	5,00,000/-

	
	Total Budget
	Rs 15,50,000/-


The decision of the RC committee will be final and all student shall adhere and respect the decisions of the RC. The Research funding under URF shall not be claimed as matter of right and is the prorogation of the RC and Head of the Institution.

The Additional funding required in some special cases is allowed with specific recommendations of the Faculty Mentor, HOD and  RC and  approval of Management.

Students should submit to RC office, registration fees receipt, TRAIN TICKETS / BUS TICKETS/ AIR TICKETS along with GST bills for claims. Claims must be forwarded through Faculty Mentor of respective Department duly approved by HOD of the department. Verification will be done by RC committee and after the approval by Principal amount will be dispersed.    

DEAN ( R & D)                                                                           PRINCIPAL

